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MEDICAL HEADLAMP ASSEMBLY HAVING
INTERCHANGEABLE HEADLAMP TYPES

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation-in-part of application
Ser. No. 14/057,351, filed on Oct. 18, 2013, which is incor-
porated herein by reference as if fully set forth herein, and
which, in turn, claims priority from provisional application
Ser. No. 61/822,493, filed May 13, 2013, which is also incor-
porated by reference as if fully set forth herein.

BACKGROUND

Medical headlamp providers have attempted to make a
single design that serves a variety of purposes, and in so doing
have diminished the capability of such a design to perform
any single specialized purpose. For example, many designs
feature an adjustable iris, to permit a user to set the beam
width of the light produced. Unfortunately, such an iris blocks
a good deal of the light, thereby requiring a brighter light
source, needing more power.

It is an undesirable expense, however, to purchase a sepa-
rate head lamp assembly for each purpose that a physicians’
office or hospital department may require. It would be desir-
able to find a way to eliminate at least part of this expense.

SUMMARY

The following embodiments and aspects thereof are
described and illustrated in conjunction with systems, tools
and methods which are meant to be exemplary and illustra-
tive, not limiting in scope. In various embodiments, one or
more of the above-described problems have been reduced or
eliminated, while other embodiments are directed to other
improvements.

In a first separate aspect, the present invention may take the
form of a medical headlamp assembly has a headband sub-
assembly, including an electrical network, including a battery
and an electrical jack and a headlamp mount. An electrical
headlamp subassembly, has a mounting element that is mat-
ingly and removably engaged to the headlamp mount, and an
electrical plug that is matingly and removably engaged to the
jack and an electrical headlamp, electrically connected to the
plug.

In a second separate aspect, the present invention may take
the form of a method of switching out a medical headlamp
that makes use of a medical headlamp assembly having a
headband assembly, including a mounting element, an elec-
trical jack and a power supply assembly electrically con-
nected to the electrical jack. A first headlamp assembly is
removably engaged to the mounting element and including a
conductor terminating in a plug that is plugged into the jack;
and a second headlamp assembly removeably engageable to
the mounting element and including a conductor terminating
in a plug that is engageable to the jack. The method includes
removing the first headlamp assembly from the mounting
element and unplugging the first headlamp plug from the jack
and mounting the second headlamp on the mounting element
and plugging the second headlamp plug into the jack.

In addition to the exemplary aspects and embodiments
described above, further aspects and embodiments will
become apparent by reference to the drawings and by study of
the following detailed descriptions.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Exemplary embodiments are illustrated in referenced
drawings. It is intended that the embodiments and figures
disclosed herein are to be considered illustrative rather than
restrictive.

FIG. 1 shows an isometric view of a medical headlamp
assembly, having an attached medical headlamp of a first
type.

FIG. 2 shows an isometric view of a medical headlamp
assembly, having a detached medical headlamp of the first
type.

FIG. 3 shows an isometric view of a medical headlamp
assembly, having an attached medical headlamp of a second
type.

FIG. 4 shows an isometric view of a medical headlamp
assembly, having a detached medical headlamp ofthe second
type.

FIG. 5 shows an isometric view of a medical headlamp
assembly, having an attached medical headlamp of a third
type.

FIG. 6 shows an isometric view of a medical headlamp
assembly, having a detached medical headlamp of the third
type.

FIG. 7 shows an audio plug and the scheme of use of the
poles of the audio plug, thatis used in a preferred embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 8 shows a simplified schematic of the electrical net-
work of the medical headlamp assembly of FIGS. 1-6.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring to FIGS. 1-6, in a first preferred embodiment a
medical headlamp assembly 10 includes a headband 12, sup-
porting a mounting column 14. A low intensity headlamp
assembly 16 includes a low intensity headlamp 18, a linkage
20, a slider 22. Also included is an electrical conductor 26
terminating in a four pole audio plug 28, which plugs into a
four pole audio jack 30.

As shown in FIG. 2, when a user decides that he would like
to remove assembly 16 from mounting column 14, he pulls
assembly 16 upwardly to disengage slider 22 from column 14
and unplugs plug 28 from jack 30. He may do this simply to
replace a worn out assembly 16, or (referring to FIG. 3) to
install an assembly having different characteristics, such as
medium intensity assembly 16', having medium intensity
light 18' and plug 28' which is plugged into jack 30. Referring
to FIGS. 5 and 6, in like manner assembly 16' can be switched
out and assembly 16" having high intensity light 18" and plug
28", can be installed onto with slider 22 on column 14, and
with plug 28" plugged into jack 30.

Referring to FIG. 7, although plugs 28, 28' and 28" appear
identical, each one has a different active pin (longitudinally
arranged electrical contact) that is electrically connected to
the light emitting diode (not shown) of lamp 18, 18' or 18",
respectively, and serving as the return, with the current being
delivered into lamp 18, 18' and 18" in all cases through the
ground. Pin 1 of plug 28 serves as the LED return for lamp 18,
pin 2 serves as the LED return for lamp 18' and pin 3 serves as
the LED return for lamp 18". Pin 1, pin 2 and pin 3 of plug 28
connects to pin 2, pin 3 and pin 4 of jack 30, respectively. Pin
1 of jack 30 connects to the ground of plug 28.

Referring to FIG. 8, a DC-to-DC converter 50 acts as a
power supply to whichever one of lamps 18, 18 ' or 18" is
connected to jack 30. A feedback loop is formed by the output
of converter 50 powering the LED line, all of the current in
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which flows to the LED return line, and at least a portion of
which pass through a current sense resister R1, which in turn
drives the feedback pin FB of converter 50. (The modification
of'the voltage at feedback pin FB through a voltage increase
circuit 54 is described below.) The output of converter 50
increases if the voltage of feedback pin FB is below 0.5 volts
and decreases if the voltage of feedback pin FB is above 0.5
volts, thereby setting that voltage at pin FB at 0.5 volts.
Accordingly, when the voltage increase circuit 54 is not
active, the voltage across resister R1 is set at 0.5 volts, and
accordingly, 1,,=R1/0.5 VDC. For the 800 mAmp lamp, for
which the return current exits at Pin 2 of the jack 30, a few
equations apply:

1R1 =800 mAmps— 1R2

B 800 mAmps« (R, + R3 + Ry)
R T R #(Ra+ B3 + Ry + 1)

For the 1.1 Amp lamp (from jack 30 pin 3) these equations
become:

1R2,R1 =1.1 mAmps—1R3,R4

1.1 mAmps=(R3 + Ry)

I = — -
KR = R+ Ro)#(Rs + Ry + 1)

For the 1.4 Amp lamp (from jack 30 pin 4) these equations
become:

Iz r2,p1 = 1.4 mAmps— Iy

1.4 mAmps=(Ry)

I S T YT L
RS KR = R ¥ Ry + Ry)# (Ry + 1)

In addition, for no lamp 18, 18' or 18" may the voltage drop
through the lamp and the resistive network composed of R,
R,, R; and R, must not exceed a maximum, that in one
embodiment is about 3.4 volts. In addition, the power con-
sumption of this resistive network must be minimized for all
the lamps, leading to low values for all of the resistors, on the
order of a little more than an ohm.

The voltage output of the brightness adjust rheostat 40 is
fed into a pin of a microprocessor 56, resulting in a periodic
waveform having a duty factor that is related to the rheostat
output voltage, appearing on an output pin of the micropro-
cessor 56. When the rheostat 40 is moved to a “dim” setting,
this causes microprocessor 56 to produce a waveform that
causes voltage increase circuitry 54 to amplify the voltage at
its input, thereby reducing the current (and voltage) out of the
DC-t0-DC converter 50, and reducing the current through
resister R5. In an alternative preferred embodiment voltage
increase circuitry is set to always amplify its input signal,
thereby permitting a lower value for the voltage drop across
R,, when the lamp 18, 18' or 18" is not being dimmed. This
permits a lower value of resistance for R, and lower power
loss through R and through the entire resistance network R,
R,, R; and R,. For dimming positions of rheostat 40, this
amplification is increased.

When the brightness adjust knob 40 is set at its maximum,
causing a voltage increase circuit 54 (described below) to
pass the voltage from a current sense resister R1, unchanged,
then the voltage through the current sense resister R1 is forced
to 0.5 volts by the feedback loop implemented by the con-
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4

verter 50 feedback pin FB (driven directly or indirectly by the
current sense resister R1, and the converter 50 output power-
ing the lamp 18, 18' or 18", with the LED return line powering
resister R1. The

While a number of exemplary aspects and embodiments
have been discussed above, those possessed of skill in the art
will recognize certain modifications, permutations, additions
and sub-combinations thereof. It is therefore intended that the
following appended claims and claims hereafter introduced
are interpreted to include all such modifications, permuta-
tions, additions and sub-combinations as are within their true
spirit and scope.

The invention claimed is:

1. A medical headlamp assembly, having:

(a) a headband subassembly, including an electrical net-
work, including a battery and an electrical jack, and a
headlamp mount; and

(b) an electrical headlamp subassembly, having a mounting
element matingly and removably engaged to said head-
lamp mount, and an electrical plug, matingly and remov-
ably engaged to said jack and an electrical headlamp,
electrically connected to said plug.

2. The medical headlamp assembly of claim 1, wherein
said electrical headlamp subassembly is a first electrical
headlamp subassembly and further including a second elec-
trical headlamp subassembly, having a mounting element
capable of removably mating to said headlamp mount and an
electrical plug capable of removably mating to said jack and
an electrical headlamp, electrically connected to said plug.

3. The medical headlamp assembly of claim 2, wherein
said second electrical headlamp subassembly is different in
design from said first electrical headlamp subassembly.

4. The medical headlamp assembly of claim 2, wherein
said first electrical headlamp subassembly and said second
electrical headlamp subassembly each require an electrical
current source at said electrical plug, and wherein said elec-
trical current source required by said second electric head-
lamp subassembly is different from said electrical current
source required by said first electrical headlamp subassem-
bly.

5. The medical headlamp assembly of claim 4, wherein
said electrical plug of said first electrical headlamp subassem-
bly is physically identical to said electrical plug of said sec-
ond electrical headlamp subassembly, each having a set of pin
elements, said pin elements being mutually electrically iso-
lated from one another, and wherein in said electrical plug for
said first electrical headlamp subassembly a first set of said
pin elements are connected to said headlamp, and in said
second electrical plug for said second electrical headlamp
subassembly a second set of pin elements are connected to
said headlamp.

6. The medical headlamp assembly of claim 5, wherein
said electrical plugs are audio plugs, each having a single
longitudinal element, which is divided into mutually electri-
cally isolated pin elements.

7. The medical headlamp assembly of claim 1, wherein
said headlamp subassembly further includes an adjustable
mechanical linkage, permitting adjustment of the elevation
angle of said electrical headlamp.

8. The medical headlamp assembly of claim 1, wherein
said headlamp mount is a guide rod and said mounting ele-
ment is a slider.

9. The medical headlamp assembly of claim 8, wherein
said headband subassembly is shaped to be worn on a human
head in a predetermined manner, and wherein when said head
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is vertically oriented said guide rod is substantially vertical,
thereby permitting adjustment of vertical position of said
electrical headlamp.

10. A method of switching out a medical headlamp, com-
prising:

(a) providing a medical headlamp assembly having;

(1) aheadband assembly, including a mounting element,
an electrical jack and a power supply assembly elec-
trically connected to said electrical jack;

(ii) a first headlamp assembly removably engaged to said
mounting element and including a conductor termi-
nating in a plug that is plugged into said jack; and

(iii) a second headlamp assembly removeably engage-
able to said mounting element and including a con-
ductor terminating in a plug that is engageable to said
jack;

(b) removing said first headlamp assembly from said
mounting element and unplugging said first headlamp
plug from said jack; and

(c) mounting said second headlamp on said mounting ele-
ment and plugging said second headlamp plug into said
jack.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein said second headlamp
has different illumination characteristics from said first head-
lamp.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein said second headlamp
has different electrical power requirements from said first
lamp.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein said second headlamp
plug makes a different electrical connection to said jack,
compared to the electrical connection formed by said first
headlamp plug to said jack.
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14. The method of claim 13, wherein said electrical power
supply supplies electrical power having different character-
istics to said second headlamp, compared to the characteris-
tics of the electrical power delivered to said first headlamp.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein said power supply
assembly includes a network of resisters that the return from
the headlamp connects into at a different point, depending on
the plug, and includes a power sense resister that drives a
DC-t0-DC converter, which is driven differently depending
on the point in the resistive network where said return from
the headlamp is connected to.

16. The method of claim 10, wherein said electrical plugs
are audio plugs, each having a single longitudinal element,
which is divided into mutually electrically isolated pin ele-
ments.

17. The method of claim 10, wherein said headlamp sub-
assembly further includes an adjustable mechanical linkage,
permitting adjustment of the elevation angle of said electrical
headlamp.

18. The method of claim 10, wherein said headlamp mount
is a guide rod and said mounting element is a slider.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein said headband sub-
assembly is shaped to be worn on a human head in a prede-
termined manner, and wherein when said head is vertically
oriented said guide rod is substantially vertical, thereby per-
mitting adjustment of vertical position of said electrical head-
lamp.



